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2007 Lodge Officers

	Master
	Senior Warden
	Junior Warden
	Treasurer
	Secretary
	Lodge Phone

	John Daraban
	Carl Sellers
	Bobby Lockaby
	Todd Bedenbaugh
	Bobby Pittman
	Number

	732.4227
	772.8186
	798.3589
	345.0623
	772.3011
	732.3408

	Senior Deacon
	Junior Deacon
	Steward
	Steward
	Tiler
	Chaplain

	Ken Peterson
	Robin Olds
	J.J. Gentry
	Will Hutchens
	Ronnie Alcorn
	Ronnie Faircloth

	749.3052
	414.7202
	749.2393
	781.2456
	345.9169
	354.2297
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First of all, brothers, we had some technical difficulties getting the newsletter out last month. Please accept our regrets … that being said, here we go!


Prior to opening the lodge, we received a beautiful gift of a new bible from one of our most illustrious members:  M.W.B. G. Ray Marsh, PGM, Grand Secretary presented the bible to the newly consolidated Boyleston Lodge #123 on the night of the first meeting with the merged membership. Thank you, Brother Ray, for this and all you do for masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction and for Boyleston Lodge!


Brother Junior Warden reminded the craft of our annual spring Bar-B-Que to be held on Saturday, March 3rd from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. He mentioned the need for help during all parts of the event, but especially help cleaning-up afterwards. Plenty of tickets are out there and we’ve only given out some 400+ tickets thus far. So get in touch with Bro. Bobby at one of the degrees this month (we’ve got degrees every week AGAIN! Great job!). Bro. Carl Sellers reported on the final deposits to the lodge from the fall BBQ. Good job brothers.


We balloted on a bunch of men again this month – a whopping 7 ballots were taken for EA, FC, MM and affiliation or re-affiliation. Speking of affiliation, welcome to new dual member W.B. James Masters, Past Master from Lakeland, FL. He has lived and participated in three Grand Jurisdictions and has been visiting regularly. Glad to have you as a member of Boyleston #123, brother!


Much work was done by the folks putting in the new water and sewer mains through our rignt-of-way. The big tree has been brought down as a result, and was done without too much inconvenience and little or no damage to our property. We now have water and sewer taps in the event we are ever forced to or decide to connect, and Boyleston Lodge did not pay for the sewer tap thanks to a donation by the Swygert brothers. The lodge gave thanks to W.B. Gene Swygert for all his efforts involved in making this work happen so smoothly.


Thanks to Bro. Ronnie Alcorn for his ‘save the day’ efforts in restoring electrical service to the Lodge on the night prior to Ladies Night! Brother Ronnie does an awful lot of stuff around the lodge (including more and better lighting, new breakers, etc.) and we sure appreciate his extra efforts. He always does his work at a price much lower than it should be, so thanks Bro. Ronnie!


Bro. Bobby thanked everyone for the good turnout on Ladies Night. We got a good deal on the cost of the catered meal and it was delicious. Richland County Sheriff Bro. Leon Lott led an informative discussion about gangs in the area and what Richland County is doing about it. It was a great chance for family and brotherly fellowship. Keep your eyes open for the next opportunity and make plans to attend!


Our deepest sympathies go out to the family of Bro. Robert David Faust, Sr., who passed into the hands of the Grand Geometrician of the Universe in early January. Bro. Ronnie Faircloth thanked those brothers who were able to attend the Masonic service, and he stressed the importance of a good show for the families of the departed brothers. Bro. Hal Curtis seconded our chaplain’s request, and re-enforced it with beautiful words to that effect.


A brief discussion was held regarding a tradition which has come to an end – Boyleston Lodge voted way back in 2001 to stop giving life memberships to those brothers who are in the chairs once they have become Master – except those who were in the officer line at the time of this motion’s passing. W.B. Shane Padgett was the last brother under this provision. This all came about after a committee studied long-term financial goals for our lodge.


The Grand Lodge reports for both Boyleston and Richland Lodges were in and correct on-time again this year. Good work, secretaries! Based on the amount of work done by the secretary and very little compensation, we voted unanimously to raise the Secretary’s stipend to $600 per year, paid monthly.


A request was phoned to Richland Lodge master W.B. David Easley last month for use of the Richland building at 2101 Kennerly Rd. for five days in March to hold a consignment sale. This sale would be held from March 7 through March 11th. Bro. Easley made the motion to allow use of the kitchen hall, lobby and restroom facilities for $200 per day. It was seconded and approved. Bro. Easley will take care of opening and locking the building. This is a nice way to show the spirit of masonry in the community and help pay for the building’s expenses while not being regularly used.


Bro. Albert Stoudemire made the suggestion that the lodge bring in his son and the bomb dog which he handles for a demonstration. Much discussion was held about including this as a community-wide presentation, and about adding the services of a drug dog demonstration as well. This was tabled until March but brothers were receptive to the idea. Bro. Albert wanted to re-emphasize how our lodge is “…going to the dogs!”


The meeting ended with 5 brothers giving their proficiencies on the Master Mason’s degree in open lodge. Congratulations to a job well done by brothers John Meetze, Tripp Whitesides, Glenn Boris, Ryan Kuhn, and Brandon Stork.


January Meeting Update


Brothers, what a turnout! It was sure a pleasure to see some sixty plus – that’s right, 60+ brothers at our January business meeting. There were 51 Boyleston members and a number from visiting lodges (Pacific got their Kitchen Flag back … doggone them)! A tasty dish of Collard Greens and Blackeyed Peas with ham and rice was served to ‘the multitude’ and very little was left when we were finished.


Brother Robin still has some fine shirts and hats for sale, and he had them on display. Nearby were two beautiful historic pieces … one was a sword given in honor of the raising of C. Alvin Derrick, who was the first man raised in the current Boyleston Lodge building -- it was given by his son Tracy Lowman Derrick; the other was a Masonic Charter from 18th century Scotland donated to the lodge by J.J. Gentry, Will Hutchens, and Robin Olds.


The officers for 2007 (see page 1 for details) were all in top form and performed well on their first night in office. After the minutes were read and approved, we voted on a total of 10 men for affiliation, re-instatement, or advancement to a degree. WOW! What a great time it is to be a member of Boyleston Lodge #123!


The lodge then discussed the merits of accepting Richland Lodge #39’s request to consolidate and voted in favor of accepting the merger of their brethren into our lodge. Thank you to M.W.B. G. Ray Marsh who assisted in the proceedings, and to all the committee members who did the research and informed the brethren about the consequences of this merger request. We received word from the Grand Master approved the request as of February 1st. The name will remain Boyleston Lodge #123.


The brethren then approved payment of a tap fee so that a tap to the City of Columbia water system will be added when the water main is placed along our property in the right-of-way. We won’t connect to that water system at this time, but all the pieces will be in place if we ever decide to pursue that in the future. 


A number of ‘thank-you’ notes were read from widows who received fruit baskets over the holidays. It sure reinforces why we do it, brethren! What a positive impact it continues to have. Speaking of impact, the lodge voted to purchase grocery cards for some needy widows and brothers. Richland Lodge pitched in to make the amount a round number. We also approved remitting the dues of a brother who is unable to pay them. Way to show the spirit of Masonry, brothers!


A number of the brothers gathered together on Friday, January 12th with their partners to visit M. and N. Café up in Pomaria. A good crowd was there as usual. It was announced that Ladies Night would be on Friday, January 26th and the guest speaker would be Brother Sheriff Leon Lott.


Visiting Brother Lane Wards of the Scottish Rite made a presentation which described a new offering of a ‘slow class’ on Wednesdays which will allow a brother to join the Scottish Rite by taking degrees over a period of time from February 2007 and finishing up in November 2007. Each degree is $35 for a total of $175 on a pay-as-you-go basis. Finally, W.B. Gene Swygert presented W.B. David Easley a 250th Anniversary Commemorative Coin for his role in pursuing the merger of Richland Lodge into Boyleston. Both brothers are dual members of their home lodges and #123. What an awesome meeting, brothers!


Health and Happiness


Brother Ronnie Alcorn and his wife Debby are the proud grandparents of twin girls, Brooke and Callie. They were born October 25, 2006. Brother Jeremy Alcorn and his bride Cathy are the parents. Congratulations, Brothers!





Prayer Requests have been solicited at the request of Bro. Hal Curtis, W.Bro. Buster Platt, W.Bro. David Easley, W.Bro. Lindsay Koon, Bro. Charlie Ray Shealy, Bro. Bill Adkins who was in Lexington Hospital, and Bro. Bill Harvey. May God bless and keep these brothers and their families in continued better health.





Please continue to keep Brothers or family members actively involved in military action in your prayers. Bro. Doug Truax is already In Iraq, while shipping out shortly are Bro. Carl Lindler’s son Brian, and Bro. Allen Lindler. If you know of other members or family members, get us their names and we’ll add them to this list! We’ll soon be working on some gift baskets to send overseas … please get those names to us!





Worshipful Brother John Daraban reported on the successes had by his son Mark who has finally been able to leave the Shriner’s Hospital in the Chicagoland area after successful treatment. Praise God for this wonderful news!





Congratulations to Bro. Carl Sellers, our Senior Warden, for his retirement as of February 1st! 





Setting the Work


Lots of work going on, brethren! Make plans to attend lodge on one or more of the following days this month:





E.A. Practice	February 7th, 7:00 PM


	


E.A. Degree	February 8th, 7:30 PM


	(Eat at 6:45)





F.C. Practice	February 12th, 7:00 PM





F.C. Degree	February 15th, 7:30 PM


	(Eat at 6:45)





M.M. Practice	February 20th, 7:00 PM





M.M. Degree	February 22rd, 7:30 PM


	(Eat at 6:45)





March Business	March 1st, 7:30 PM 


Meeting	(Eat at 6:45)


Other Activities


Spring Bar-B-Que	March 3rd, 11 - 4


(See Bro. Bobby Lockaby for tickets)





Red Book Studies


There are no scheduled times for lodge Red Book Study this month as we have degrees every week once again! Way to go, brothers. By the way, your attendance at degree practice sessions is earnestly solicited by all officers. Plan on being there each practice night that you can make it prior to the degree work.


Reminders


Don’t forget to bring a non-perishable food item to every meeting, brothers. They will help restock our supply so we can help local organizations which provide to the needy. If you forget, we will have a jar setup near the meal kitty next to the Widow’s fund contribution jar …





The Masonic Light is the publication printed by our Grand Lodge. There’s a great deal of valuable information presented in this newsletter, which is typically printed bi-monthly. Annual subscriptions are available for only $10 and a lifetime subscription is a bargain at $50. Inquire at Grand Lodge, 803.808.4377, or mail a note requesting it with your payment to Masonic Light, G. Ray Marsh, Editor; PO Box 2185; Lexington, SC 29071-2185. Thanks to Bro. Hal Curtis for reminding everyone of this at the last meeting.


Masonic License Plate


At the recent Instructional Meeting and Master’s Workshop, the craft was informed of an opportunity to purchase a specialty automobile/truck license plate with the square, compass, and letter G and MM denoting a Master Mason in good standing. There must be 400 applicants in our Grand Jurisdiction before we can proceed with production of this specialty plate.


Get your forms from Bro. Ronnie Faircloth and get your $30 check ready and mail the application to our Grand Lodge (not to the DMV – it isn’t available yet). It may be a number of months before these are distributed, but let’s go ahead and get it reserved for our lodges before someone else does!


New Newsletter Editor


Brother Jerry has done a fine job on the newsletter for the past few years but he wanted a break! So we’ve stepped up and tried to take over those duties as best as we can. I can tell you it is a lot tougher than you might think.





So please remember your pledge to “… in the most friendly manner, remind him of his errors…” when we get a word or name spelled wrong or miss some valuable tidbit of information which was said or given to me. You can email news for the newsletter to me at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:wbeasley@boylestonlodge.com" ��wbeasley@boylestonlodge.com�, mail to David Easley, 125 Wicklow Ct., Irmo 29063, call 732.0709, or just tell me at the next business meeting.





Have a great month, Brothers!



























